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Thanks to Wendy Harrison and Elizabeth Wayne Hawker for compiling these materials

Living Together Project

Purpose of this resource
These quotations are built from real-life testimonies of people living in Leicester. They give pupils authentic voices to explore themes of diversity, faith, belonging, identity and community life. They support enquiry-led RE by encouraging pupils to interpret lived experience, ask questions, and reflect on meaning. This resource links with the website www.leicesterlivingtogether.com
 
Primary Schools: years 4 and 6

The big message
A community thrives when people of different religions, cultures and backgrounds feel welcomed, respected, and able to share their lives together.

Links to the progression strands in the syllabus
• People belong to different religions and cultures
• Communities can be mixed and multicultural
• Faith, belief and heritage help shape identity
• People from diverse backgrounds share celebrations and traditions
• Respect and equality help communities live well together

Key vocabulary
Belonging: feeling accepted and included
Community: people living and working together
Diversity: many different kinds of people
Equality: everyone valued the same
Faith: belief in a religion
Heritage: traditions passed through families
Identity: who you are and what matters to you
Respect: treating others kindly and fairly

What pupils should know
• Cities can contain many cultures and religions.
• People celebrate different festivals, regardless of their own background.
• Some people see religion as central to life.
• People may belong to more than one community.
• Shared values help people get along.
Using the Leicester voices from ‘Living Together’
These materials support:
• understanding lived religion and worldviews
• exploring identity and belonging
• examining community and diversity
• developing respectful dialogue
• building philosophical and ethical enquiry skills
How to use the quotes and question: suggested teaching approaches
You do not have to use ALL the questions. Select the one(s) which you think will work best within the context of your class.

• Ask pupils to talk/write about what the quote means to them
• Build on this by choosing selected questions from later sets to deepen thinking
• End with a ‘big question’ discussion or written reflection



Suggested learning activities
• Pair–share or small-group discussion. Pupils may all be given the same question or different questions could be discussed in groups/pairs.
• Circle enquiry – teacher could introduce additional stimuli (images, poems, etc.) to enrich the quotation.
• Question sorting (easy → thinking → big question).
• Role-play or empathy activities.
• Written response or learning journal entry.

Assessment opportunities
Pupils can:
· recall information from the quote(s)
· explain ideas in their own words
· give reasons for opinions
· show empathy and respectful understanding
· explain why people feel they belong
· describe how communities share celebrations
· give reasons why respect matters
· reflect upon what helps them feel included.













A template could be created for pupils to record their thoughts, for example:

	Theme, e.g. ‘Only in Leicester’

	Balbir: ‘Our community had a big Iftar and we invited lots of other communities. Everybody joined in and it was really great. We broke fast, and everybody joined in with breaking fast. People could see how we live. We also did a special Eid event for the children and invited other communities to come along to that too. We had games for the children, and it became an Eid party. Other communities were very happy to join.’ 

	Name of pupil: 

	Questions
	My response

	What event did the community organise?
	

	Who was invited to the Iftar?
	

	What special event was organised for children?
	

	What does ‘breaking fast’ mean?
	

	My reflections
	



Breakdown of themes/years

	THEMES
	YEAR 4: WHY COMMUNITIES MATTER
	YEAR 6: WHAT IS MY RELIGION OR WORLDVIEW?

	Only in Leicester
	Bilqees, Emma C.
	

	Free to be me
	Mei-Ling, Princess
	

	Where is home?
	Caroline, Dhara, Jasbir
	

	Stories of welcome and exclusion
	Leah
	

	Lived religion and belief
	
	Ayodeji, Carys, Denis, Jan, Richard N; Tony


	Celebrating Leicester
	Joseph, Karen, Richard P, Solange, Stephen
	





Year 4

Only in Leicester

Bilqees
‘Our community had a big Iftar and we invited lots of other communities. Everybody joined in and it was really great. We broke fast, and everybody joined in with breaking fast. People could see how we live. We also did a special Eid event for the children and invited other communities to come along to that too. We had games for the children, and it became an Eid party. Other communities were very happy to join.’

Questions
1. What event did the community organise?
2. Who was invited to the Iftar?
3. What special event was organised for children?
4. What does ‘breaking fast’ mean?
5. Why do you think sharing food was important in this event?
6. Why did the community invite other communities to their events?
7. What does the speaker mean by ‘people could see how we live’?
8. How might visitors feel when joining a celebration like this?
9. How might Muslim children feel seeing Eid celebrated with others?
10. How might children from other communities feel about being invited?
11. Why do celebrations help people feel they belong?
12. Why is it good to invite different communities to religious celebrations?
13. What does this text show about living together?

Personal reflection
· Have you ever been invited to a celebration from another community?
· How did it feel to join in something new?
· If you organised a celebration, who would you invite and why?



Emma C
‘You see people from different faith communities, or that person has a different colour skin, they have a different language….’

Questions
1. What differences between people are mentioned in the quote?
2. What is a ‘faith community’?
3. What things can be different about people?
4. What things might be the same about people, even if they look or speak differently?
5. How might someone feel if they are the only person in a group who looks or speaks in a particular way?
6. How can we help everyone feel they belong?
7. Why is it good to have different types of people in a community?
Personal reflection
· What makes you special or different from others?
· What do you like about being part of your class or school community?
· What would you say to someone new joining your class?











Free to be me

Mei-Ling
‘When I first moved to the UK, I was always concerned about my accent and worried that people might not understand me or would not like me just because of what I look like. But because Leicester is so diverse, I feel safe here because lots of people are like me, are internationals.’

Questions
1. Why was Mei-Ling worried when she first moved to the UK?
2. What was she concerned about?
3. Why does Mei-Ling feel safe in Leicester?
4. Why might someone worry about speaking differently?
5. What does ‘diverse’ mean?
6. Why does seeing ‘lots of people like me’ matter?
7. Is having people from different countries in one city a good thing? In what ways?
8. Can people belong somewhere even if they come from another country?
9. How might someone feel if they think others don’t understand them?
10. What helps people feel safe in a new place?
11. How could your school help new children feel welcome?
12. Why is it important not to judge people by how they speak or look?
13. What happens when people are unkind about people they think are different?
14. What does this comment show about how people can live well together?

Personal reflection
· Have you ever felt nervous in a new place? What helped you?
· What could you do to help someone new in your class?
· What makes your class or school a welcoming place?




Princess
‘I love the diversity. You know you can always see your own people, but you can also see people that are different from you. So for me, I like
learning, I like just meeting people.’

Questions
1. What does Princess say she loves?
2. Who can she always see around her?
3. Who else can they see?
4. What does Princess enjoy doing with people?
5. What does ‘diversity’ mean?
6. Why might someone enjoy meeting people who are different from them?
7. What might you learn from meeting people who are different from you?
8. Why is it good to learn about other people’s lives and cultures?
9. Can meeting new people change the way you think? How?
10. How could your school help everyone feel they belong?
11. What makes a community feel friendly?
12. How should we treat people who are different from us?
13. What could happen if people only stayed with those just like themselves?

Personal reflection
· Do you enjoy meeting new people? Why or why not?
· What could you ask someone if you wanted to learn more about them?
· What would you like others to know about you?






Where is home?

Caroline
‘I feel at home in Leicester because I have always lived here. I have lived in the same house for 32 years. My family and friends mostly live here. But I could be anywhere, and it would feel like home.’

1. Where does Caroline say she feels at home?
2. How long has she lived in the same house?
3. Who mostly lives near her?
4. What does ‘feeling at home’ mean?
5. Why might living somewhere for a long time make it feel like home?
6. What does Caroline mean by, ‘I could be anywhere, and it would feel like home’?
7. Is home a place, or is it about people?
8. Can someone feel at home in more than one place? How?
9. What do you think makes a home different from just a house?
10. How do family and friends help a place feel like home?
11. How could your school help children feel ‘at home’?
12. Why might someone feel proud of where they live?
13. Does everyone need to live somewhere for a long time to feel at home?

Personal reflection
· What makes you feel at home?
· If you had to move somewhere new, what would help you feel happy?
· What place is special to you, and why?






Dhara
‘I think home is where I feel like there are places where I can see temples, see churches, see mosques, see gurdwaras. Anywhere where I feel everybody is welcome.’

1. What places does Dhara like to see in her home area?
2. Which different religious buildings are mentioned?
3. What does she say makes a place feel like home?
4. Why might seeing different religious buildings matter?
5. What does ‘everybody is welcome’ mean?
6. Do you think a place can feel like home if not everyone is welcome? Why?
7. How do religious buildings show that different communities live in a place?
8. Why might people feel safer when they see places that connect to their religion?
9. How can a town or city help everyone feel they belong?
10. What makes your school feel welcoming?
11. Why is it good when different religions live side by side?
12. What could happen if people did not respect each other’s beliefs?
13. What does this text teach us about living peacefully together?

Personal reflection
· What places make you feel welcome?
· If you were in charge of a town, how would you help everyone feel included?
· What would you say to someone new in your community?








Jasbir
‘But home does not have to be just one place. It just gets stuck with this label that you can only choose one place. My home is here, and my home is in the Punjab, my home is in Bradford, my home can be wherever I settle.’

1. How many homes does Jasbir say she has?
2. Which places are mentioned as homes?
3. What idea about home does Jasbir disagree with?
4. What does she say about where home can be?
5. What does Jasbir mean by, ‘home does not have to be just one place’?
6. Why might someone feel connected to more than one place?
7. Can a person belong to more than one place? How?
8. Is home about a place or more about people and memories?
9. Why might someone feel proud of being part of more than one community?
10. How might a child feel if their family comes from another country or city?
11. How could your school help children feel they belong, even if they have more than one ‘home’?
12. Why is it important to respect people’s different stories of home?
13. Is it wrong to tell someone they can only belong to one place?
14. How can we show respect for people who have moved from other places?

Personal reflection
· Do you feel connected to more than one place? In what way?
· What place feels like home to you, and why?
· If you moved somewhere new, what would help you feel at home?






Stories of welcome and exclusion

Leah
‘It’s a real mix of people, and they all seem to get on very well. We’ve had street parties. We have wonderful neighbours. Generally people are courteous and get along with one another.’

1. What does Leah say about the people in her area?
2. What events have the neighbours celebrated together?
3. How does Leah describe her neighbours?
4. How does she say people behave towards one another?
5. What does ‘a real mix of people’ mean?
6. What is a street party?
7. What does ‘courteous’ mean?
8. Why might having a mix of people be a good thing?
9. Would everyone agree that it is a good thing?
10. What helps people from different backgrounds get along?
11. Can you think of reasons why neighbours might argue? How could they solve problems?
12. Why do street parties help people feel part of a community?
13. What makes someone a good neighbour?
14. How might you help to make your school friendly towards different communities?
15. What could happen if people are not kind to each other?
16. What does this quote teach about living peacefully together?

Personal reflection
· What makes you feel part of your neighbourhood or school?
· What kind thing could you do for a neighbour or classmate?
· What would your perfect community be like?


Celebrating Leicester

Joseph
‘Leicester’s good because it’s so multicultural. In the city specifically, it’s so mixed. You could walk down different streets and feel like you’re in different cities all over the world.’

1. What does Joseph say is good about Leicester?
2. How does he describe the city?
3. What does he say you could feel when walking down different streets?
4. What does ‘multi-cultural’ mean?
5. Why might some streets make you feel as if you are somewhere else in the world?
6. Why might people from many countries choose to live in one city?
7. How can a multi-cultural city be exciting?
8. Why might someone find it difficult to live in a multi-cultural city?
9. How might people feel when they see shops, food or buildings from their own culture?
10. How can a city help everyone feel at home?
11. What helps children in your school feel they belong in the school community?
12. Why is it important to respect different cultures and religions?
13. What could happen if people did not try to understand each other?
14. What does this text teach us about living well together?

Personal reflection
· Have you visited a place that felt different from where you live?
· What did you notice?
· What would you show someone if they visited your town or city?





Karen
‘Leicester’s great because the whole world is here’.

1. What does Karen say about Leicester?
2. What do you think she means by ‘the whole world is here’?
3. Why might someone describe a city this way?
4. What does this tell us about the people who live there?
5. Can one place really contain ‘the whole world’? 
6. How might living among people from many backgrounds change the way someone thinks?
7. How might people feel when they see their culture represented in their city?
8. What helps people feel at home in a place?
9. What could happen if people did not get along in a diverse place?

       Personal reflection
· If ‘the whole world’ was in your school, what would be exciting about that?
· What would you like to learn from people from different countries?

Richard P
‘I think [Leicester] represents the world in a way, in everybody who lives here, and that we all get on very well.’

1. What does Richard say Leicester represents?
2. How does he say people in Leicester behave towards one another?
3. What does it mean to ‘represent the world’?
4. What does ‘get on very well’ mean?
5. What helps people from different backgrounds live peacefully together?
6. Do you think it is easy or hard for everyone to get on? Why?
7. How might someone feel living in a place where people get on well?
8. What makes a community feel safe and friendly?
9. How can your school help children get on well with each other?
10. Why is respect important in a mixed community?
11. What could happen if people did not try to get on?
12. What does this text teach us about living well together?

Personal reflection
· What helps you get on well with others?
· What could you do if you saw someone being left out?
· What would make your class feel even more friendly?

Solange
‘We have so much to gain from all this diverse culture that lives in Leicester. You have all the different places to eat where you can experience other cultures. There are parts of Leicester where it is almost like stepping into a different country…’

1. What does Solange say is good about Leicester’s diverse culture?
2. What examples does she give of experiencing other cultures?
3. How do some parts of Leicester feel, according to Solange?
4. What does ‘diverse culture’ mean?
5. How can food help people experience another culture?
6. What does ‘like stepping into a different country’ mean?
7. Why might trying food from other cultures be exciting?
8. Why might some people choose not to mix with other people?
9. Can you learn about a culture without travelling there? How?
10. How might people feel seeing their culture represented in a city?
11. How can a community help everyone feel included?
12. What could happen if people refused to try to understand others?
13. What does this quote teach us about openness to others?

Personal reflection
· Have you ever tried food or music or listened to music from another culture? What did you notice?
· What culture would you like to learn more about? Why?

Stephen
‘There’s quite a lot of people, non-Hindus, who go to the Diwali celebrations on Melton Road. There’s also the Caribbean carnival, and it’s not just the Caribbean community that go to that.’

1. Which festival on Melton Road is mentioned?
2. Who goes to the Diwali celebrations, according to Stephen?
3. What other festival is mentioned?
4. Who attends the Caribbean carnival? What is a carnival?
5. What does ‘non-Hindus’ mean?
6. Why might people attend festivals that are not from their own religion or culture?
7. How can shared celebrations bring people together?
8. Should all festivals be open to everyone? Why?
9. How might a community feel when others join their celebrations?
10. How might visitors feel when they are welcomed to a festival?
11. What makes an event feel friendly and welcoming?
12. What could happen if communities never shared events?
13. What does this text teach us about living well together?

Personal reflection
· Have you ever been to a celebration from another culture?
· What did you enjoy?
· What celebration would you like to invite others to, and why?








Year 6: Lived religion and belief

Ayodeji 
‘Being a Christian is 100% my identity, and anything else stems from being a Christian. So my values, my outlook on life, is all about what would Jesus do.’

1. What does Ayodeji say is his main identity?
2. What does ‘identity’ mean?
3. What does Ayodeji say comes from being a Christian?
4. Who does he look to for guidance in life?
5. What are values?
6. What does the phrase, ‘What would Jesus do?’ mean in this quote?
7. How can a religion or worldview affect the way someone lives?
8. Can you have more than one identity? How?
9. Can two people from the same religion or worldview live in different ways? How?
10. Why might being part of a religion help someone feel they belong?
11. How could your school show respect for different religious identities?
12. Is it important to respect people’s religious beliefs? Why?
13. What could happen if people were unkind about someone’s faith?
14. What does this quote teach us about living with different beliefs?

Personal reflection
· What guides you when you make choices?
· Who do you look up to as a role model?
· What values are important in your life?





Balbir
‘I was born a Sikh, and I used to have a proper beard and turban. But when I came to England, I had to take my turban and beard off. The
reason was I had to work in an iron foundry, that was the job my relatives asked me to come to do. That job was 12 to 13 hours a day
and it was a very hard and hot job and in there you cannot have a turban….I had to take the turban off, but that does not mean I am not a Sikh. I still carried on my Sikh values, and I still go to the Sikh gurdwara every Sunday. A Sikh does not see any difference in human beings, whether they are black, whether they are white, whether they are Muslims, whether they are Christians. As a Sikh you think everybody is the same. Respect, and equality with everybody, no difference, no discrimination, that is the basic rule of a Sikh.’

1. What religion was Balbir born into?
2. What did he used to wear as part of being Sikh?
3. Why did Balbir take off the turban and beard?
4. What does Balbir still do every Sunday?
5. What is a turban?
6. What is a gurdwara?
7. Why might some jobs require special clothing or have rules about safety where clothes are concerned? 
8. Why does Balbir say, ‘that does not mean I am not a Sikh’?
9. Can someone still belong to a religion or worldview even if they don’t follow all the rules, e.g. about what to wear? Why?
10. What does this story show about balancing work and faith?
11. How might Balbir have felt taking off his turban?
12. Why do people think it is important to keep their beliefs even if that makes life difficult?
13. How can communities support people in keeping their faith?
14. What does Balbir say Sikhs believe about all human beings?
15. What does ‘no discrimination’ mean in everyday life?

Personal reflection
· What values are important to you?
· How should we treat people who look or live differently from us?
· What could you do in school to show respect and equality?

Carys
‘To be a Christian means that I follow God and I try and do what I think is best for God. I try to do things to keep me peaceful in the sense of just trying to do the right thing by following what God would want us to do. I go to church every Sunday.’
1. What does being a Christian mean to Carys?
2. What does she try to do for God?
3. How does she try to live her life?
4. What does Carys do every Sunday?
5. What does ‘follow God’ mean?
6. What does ‘doing the right thing’ mean?
7. Why might going to church be important for Christians?
8. How might someone’s religion or worldview guide their choices?
9. Can people who follow the same religion live differently? How?
10. What might be difficult about always trying to do the right thing?
11. How can being part of a church help someone feel they belong?
12. Why is meeting together important for religious communities?
13. Should schools respect all different religious practices?
14. Is it important to respect people’s beliefs about God, including non-religious beliefs?
15. What could happen if people were unkind about someone’s religion?

Personal reflection
· What helps you decide what is right or wrong?
· Who or what guides you in life?
· What values help a class or school live peacefully together?






Denis
‘I believe in a personal relationship with God, and all that kind of stuff. I find it very fulfilling.’

1. What does Denis say he believes in?
2. Who does he have a relationship with?
3. How does Denis feel about this relationship?
4. How can someone have a relationship with God?
5. What does ‘fulfilling’ mean?
6. Do all religious people think about God in the same way? Why or why not?
7. Can someone live a good life without believing in God? Why might people disagree?
8. How might having faith help someone feel less alone?
9. How can communities support people’s beliefs?
10. How could your school show respect for children who have different beliefs about God, or who have no religious beliefs?
11. What could happen if people mocked someone’s faith?

Personal reflection
· What matters most to you?
· Who do you talk to when you need support?
· What helps you feel calm or peaceful?

Jan
‘Christianity gives me a reason for living, to help other people and do your best for people.’

1. What does Christianity give to Jan?
2. What does he feel he should do for other people?
3. What does ‘do your best for people’ mean?
4. What does ‘a reason for living’ mean?
5. Do other religions or worldviews also teach people to help others? Can you think of any?
6. Why might a religion or worldview motivate someone to help others?
7. Do you have to be religious to help someone? Why or why not?
8. Which is harder: helping friends or helping strangers? Why?
9. How can schools encourage children to help one another?
10. How can community groups support and help people?
11. Why is kindness important in all communities?
12. What could happen if people only cared about themselves?
13. What does this quote teach us about living a good life?

Personal reflection
· When have you helped someone recently?
· How did it feel?
· What kind thing could you do this week?

Richard N.
‘Technically I am a Hindu, but some elements of what I do, like I fasted for Ramadan with friends of mine, that does not make me Muslim,
but it means I am following certain parts of their faith. Even as a Hindu, I was born a Hindu, but I do not practise a lot of things that other Hindus do.’

1. What religion does Richard say he is?
2. What religious practice did he take part in with his friends?
3. Does Richard say that this makes him a Muslim?
4. Why might someone choose to take part in another religion’s practice?
5. Does joining in a practice mean you change your religion? Why or why not?
6. What does Richard say about the way he practises Hinduism?
7. What does ‘fasting’ mean?
8. What is Ramadan?
9. What does ‘practise a religion’ mean?
10. Can people belong to a religion or worldview in different ways? How?
11. How might joining in activities from a friend’s religion or worldview build friendship? Why might it be difficult?
12. Is it important to respect other people’s religious practices?
13. What could happen if people made fun of someone’s beliefs or practices?
14. What does this quote teach us about understanding others?

Personal reflection
· Have you ever taken part in an activity from a religious group that was new to you?
· How did it feel?
· What questions would you ask to learn about someone’s religion?

Tony
‘Being Jewish means everything. It is the heritage. I was born Jewish. I have lived a Jewish life, and I could not think of being anything else’.

1. What religion does Tony belong to?
2. What does he say his religion means to him?
3. What kind of life has Tony lived?
4. What could Tony not imagine being?
5. What does ‘heritage’ mean?
6. What does it mean to be born into a religion?
7. What might a ‘Jewish life’ include?
8. Why might religion or worldview feel central to someone’s identity?
9. Can people choose to change their religion? Why might they do this?
10. Does a person’s identity stay the same throughout life? Why?
11. How might belonging to a religion or worldview help someone feel part of a community?
12. Why might family traditions be important to some people?
13. How could your school show respect for children from strong faith backgrounds?
14. What could happen if people were unkind about someone’s religion?
15. What does this text teach us about understanding others?

Personal reflection
· What traditions are important in your family?
· What helps you feel you belong? What would you say to someone who has different traditions from you?
Summary: Key Messages from the Living Together Quotes

1. Leicester as a place of diversity
· The city is described as mixed, multicultural and global.
· People experience different cultures, languages, religions and foods in everyday life.
· Walking through Leicester can feel like travelling the world.

Core message: Diversity is normal, visible and valued.

2. Living well together
· People from different backgrounds generally get on well.
· Neighbours support one another through kindness and shared events.
· Many communities mix rather than staying separate.

Core message: Community harmony and integration is possible and real.

3. Shared celebrations
· Religious and cultural festivals are attended by people beyond their own communities.
· Events like Diwali, Eid, Christmas and the Caribbean Carnival bring people together.
· Sharing celebrations builds understanding.

Core message: Festivals connect communities.

4. Belonging and home
· Home is not only one place; people can belong to multiple places.
· Feeling at home comes from welcome, family, friends and community.
· Seeing your religion or culture represented helps people feel safe.

Core message: Belonging is created by welcome and recognition.
5. Identity shaped by faith and heritage
· Some people see their religion and worldview as central to who they are.
· Faith shapes values, daily life and purpose.
· Heritage and tradition matter deeply.

Core message: Religion and worldview shape identity.

6. Flexible and shared religious practice
· People sometimes join practices of other religions.
· Religious identity is not always rigid or identical for everyone.
· Respectful curiosity builds friendship.

Core message: Lived religion is diverse and adaptable.

7. Values: respect, equality and kindness
· Many quotes stress equality of all human beings.
· Prejudice against beliefs is rejected.
· Kindness, respect and fairness are core values across faiths.

Core message: Shared human values underpin community life.

8. Feeling safe and accepted
· Diversity helps people feel less alone.
· Being surrounded by others ‘like me’ creates safety.
· Being made to feel welcome reduces fear and prejudice.

Core message: Inclusion creates security.

9. Learning from difference
· Meeting people from other backgrounds is enjoyable and enriching.
· Difference is something to learn from, not fear.

Core message: Diversity expands understanding.
























Secondary schools: Years 7 and 8 (KS3) 

Purpose of this resource
These quotations are built from real-life testimonies of people living in Leicester. They give pupils authentic voices to explore themes of diversity, faith, belonging, identity and community life. They support enquiry-led RE by encouraging pupils to interpret lived experience, ask questions, and reflect on meaning.  
        
This resource links with the website: www.leicesterlivingtogether.com

The big message across KS1 and KS2 and as background for KS3 
A community thrives when people of different religions, cultures and backgrounds feel welcomed, respected, and able to share their lives together. In the Leicester Agreed Syllabus for RE 2024-29, the planning of KS3 teaching and learning is driven by the four conceptual strands which are built in from Reception onwards:

1. Belonging, Identity & Community 
2. Beliefs, Influences and Values 
3. Expression, Experience and the Sacred 
4. Truth, Interpretation and Meaning 

The three pathways for each year are linked directly to the first three strands and the fourth is embedded throughout.  

Links to the progression strands in the syllabus from KS1 and 2.
• People belong to different religions and cultures
• Communities can be mixed and multicultural
• Faith, belief and heritage help shape identity
• People from diverse backgrounds share celebrations and traditions
• Respect and equality help communities live well together

Key Vocabulary

Belonging: feeling accepted and included
Community: people living and working together
Diversity: many different kinds of people
Equality: everyone valued the same
Faith: belief in a religion
Heritage: traditions passed through families
Identity: who you are and what matters to you
Respect: treating others kindly and fairly

What pupils should know: valuable to recap from KS2
• Cities can contain many cultures and religions
• People celebrate different festivals, regardless of their own background
• Some people see religion as central to life
• People may belong to more than one community
• Shared values help people get along
Using the Leicester voices from ‘Living Together’ at KS3 
These materials support:
• understanding lived religion and worldviews
• exploring identity and belonging
• examining community and diversity
• developing respectful dialogue
• building philosophical and ethical enquiry skills
In the syllabus Pathways at KS3 for each year there are some places where the use of ‘voices’ could be used. This could be through using the texts directly as well as via the website if that is useful in your setting. This will provide a community voice of lived experience and personal views. It would also work with any other Agreed Syllabus or curriculum materials investigating Religious Worldviews and Community.     
How to use the quotes and question: suggested teaching approaches
You do not have to use ALL the questions. 
· Select the one(s) which you think will work best within the context of your class.
· Ask pupils to talk/write about what the quote means to them.
· Build on this by choosing selected questions from later sets to deepen thinking.
· Use a ‘big question’ discussion or written reflection.
· Link within the Disciplinary and Substantive knowledge as appropriate within the Pathway. 
· Use Personal Knowledge to start, support or develop Reflections. 

Suggested learning activities
· Pair–share or small-group discussion. Pupils may all be given the same question or different questions could be discussed in groups/pairs.
· Circle enquiry – teacher could introduce additional stimuli (images, poems, etc.) to enrich the quotation. 
· Question sorting (easy → thinking → big question).
· Role-play or empathy activities.
· Written response or learning journal entry.
· Link directly to Disciplinary Knowledge or Reflections as part of e.g. Social Science questions and as stimulus before Reflections: Use various quotes together to consider differing responses.

Assessment opportunities

Pupils can:
· recall information from the quote(s)
· explain ideas in their own words
· give reasons for opinions
· show empathy and respectful understanding
· explain why people feel they belong
· describe how communities hold views or have differing views
· give reasons why respect matters
· reflect upon what helps them feel included. 
· reflect on difference, diversity  and respectful conflict or disagreement 


























A template could be created for pupils to record their thoughts, for example: It could use 1 or more quotes depending on the task and suitability to the pupil/ student. This could be used for note making or developed into a longer task within unit and lesson planning.

	Pathway 1 Year _      Name of Name of pupil/student:                                                                                                Group/class

	
Quote 1           Either print the quotes (or an extract of it/them)  or ask student to summarise  





	Quote 2            Either print the quotes (or an extract of it/them)  or ask student to summarise





	Questions
	My response

	
	



	


	

	


	

	My reflections ?   Personal knowledge 
Insert question(s)


	




Partly Worked Example  ….
	Pathway 1 Year 8     Name of Name of pupil/student:         ________                                                                                 Group/class  8XX

	Quote 1           Either print the quotes (or an extract of it/them) or ask student to summarise  
Jasbir quote  - Where is home?   Home is more than one place 
Quote I.  I looked at it on the board. It shows interviewee feels at home here, and in other places , ‘wherever safe.’  Home can be more than one place, in UK and in world e.g. Punjab.  


	Quote 2            Either print the quotes (or an extract)  or ask student to summarise   
 Isabella quote - Where is home? 
 ‘Leicester’s got the motto Semper Eadem (Always the Same). In some ways, Leicester is always the same, and in some ways it’s always slightly changing. People, whoever they are, are basically the same. People want the same things for their families and their communities – to be safe, be happy, if they have faith to be able to worship freely, to be able to enjoy life……’ There are so many things that people have in common, but equally, an understanding and a respect for people of different backgrounds is vital. 

  Also, understanding that within a religious tradition, people are different. That could be because of their country of origin, or ancestry, or heritage. It could be because of linguistic matters, it could be because of family traditions. You can’t label people by a particular religious label, nor a particular place. You can’t think that all ‘indigenous’ Leicester people are the same, in the same way that not all Hindu people are the same. It simply isn’t the case, and those generalisations are not a good way of thinking about people.   

My summary ………


	Questions
	My response

	Quote 1: How can home be more than one place?

	Understanding home depends on …



	Quote 2:  How might people interpret a ‘good life’? 

	A good life could be…..

	General question: What does community mean and what do people want in community?
	

	My reflections?   Personal knowledge 
Reflection questions
How do I treat other people
How do I expect to be treated? 
	Having listened to the quotes and to other people in my group I consider home to be   …. But I can appreciate that for others they may feel differently because……   In the class discussion …
I have reflected on what I have heard from others and now think that…….. because …



Example   Pathway 1 YEAR 7  (see quotations referred to below examples)

	THEMES IN INTERVIEWS FROM WEBSITE
	Year 7 Pathway 1 
	Questions and Reflections   Personal Knowledge Reflections identified in bold

	Only in Leicester
	Emma C -Only in Leicester    reflective observation about community faiths, generations etc

Bilqees - Only in Leicester   Iftar shared with others: ‘Other communities were very happy to join.’   In the sharing of iftar  in Ramadan 

Kanti - Only in Leicester:  Value of sharing about each other’s background at work

Karen - Only in Leicester Working with other faiths to help the homeless

Barbara - Only in Leicester  -  prayer – people praying for her across religions

	Do we have common values, common interests? How can we be honest about this?


Does it help me to understand the people I work with? Can people from different faiths live in harmony with each other? 



Can people from different faiths live in harmony with each other? 


How do I show that I belong to a community? 
Y7(Reflections ) Personal Knowledge  

What does prayer mean to me? Y7 (Reflections) Personal Knowledge


	Free to be me
	Kozak - Free to be me importance of learning about migration – his parents from Ukraine and Austria
	Why are there often misconceptions about certain groups (often based on stereotypes)? 

	Where is home?
	See Y8

	

	Stories of welcome and exclusion
	Tony - Stories of welcome and exclusion - integration with the local synagogue  

Karen - Stories of welcome and exclusion -
Stepping towards people to build relationships

	How does religion bring people together? 
How do I show I belong to a community? Y7(Reflections) Personal Knowledge  
 
What does community mean to me? Y7 (Reflections) Personal Knowledge  


	Lived religion and belief
	Nilima - Lived religion and belief - Spirituality over blind belief

Gurinder - Lived religion and belief - Following the Sikh faith 

Farhana - Lived religion and belief - Practising Islam in daily life

	How can people who share the same religious beliefs have a different interpretation of texts, practices, etc?

Does what I believe make me who I am? Y7 (Reflections) Personal Knowledge  

How can people of different beliefs hold similar values? 

	Celebrating Leicester
	Graeme - Celebrating Leicester - You have to give to get back 

Kozak - Celebrating Leicester - supporting Ukraine 

	What do you need to do to get the best out of where you live?


What can people do to understand the situation and needs of others? 

What does community mean to me? Y7 (Reflections) Personal Knowledge  


Example YEAR 8  Pathway 1 (see quotes mentioned below) 

	THEMES IN INTERVIEWS FROM WEBSITE
	Year 8 Pathway 1 
	Questions and Reflections 
Personal Knowledge: Reflections identified in bold

	Only in Leicester
	Vinay - Only in Leicester   people coming to Leicester to shop, gold etc
	What is this showing about certain areas over time?

	Free to be me
	Kishori - Free to be me contrast living in Leicester and LA as a Hindu
	How have RW communities changed in different places? 

	Where is home?
	Jasbir - Where is home?   Home is more than one place 

Michal - Where is home?   Home is two places

Pradip - Where is home? Homely experiences with others of different WVs, not just a place

Isabella – Where is home? Harmony in Leicester, nature of city ( longer passage )


	How can home be more than one place?

How can home be more than one place?


What does community mean and what do people want in community?

Reflection questions
How do I treat other people?
How do I expect to be treated? 

	Stories of welcome and exclusion
	See Y7
	

	Lived religion and belief
	See Y7
	

	Celebrating Leicester
	See Y7
	




Example  Quotes  Pathway 1 YEAR 7  

Emma C. - Only in Leicester 
Leicester has been a teacher to me on how to have relationships across difference because the differences are many and more apparent, they are more visual. You see people from different faith communities, or that person has a different colour skin, they have a different language, they are from a different economic background, they have had different opportunities in education. I think differences are always there but in Leicester, I think you can see it quicker. We can talk about intergenerational differences, when you have got the baby boomer grandparents and the people in their twenties, there is a cultural difference right there. I think Leicester has been a teacher to me on how we can be together. I think me standing in the school pick up line for my daughter’s school is an educational place for me as well. So, I suppose my question would be where are the gathering spaces in Leicester where people can have conversations about their differences and their shared humanity, which really increases dignity and respect? I think in a lot of ways Leicester is already ahead of the game with a lot of that. I think that the world should really pay attention, Britain should really pay attention. But also, there is always more to learn, because it is clear we do not have everything perfect, and it is clear there are tensions and sometimes those tensions are just outright conflict. And it was not that long ago that I remember reading a blog about someone being scared to walk through a street because there were really risen tensions in Leicester, they just really did not feel safe. How can we be honest about those experiences, about the difficult experiences, the painful experiences but also the shared experiences of where we have common values, common interests?

Bilqees - Only in Leicester
Our community had a big Iftar and we invited lots of other communities. Everybody joined in and it was really great. We broke fast, and everybody joined in with breaking fast. People could see how we live. We also did a special Eid event for the children and invited other communities to come along to that too. We had games for the children, and it became an Eid party. Other communities were very happy to join.

Kanti - Only in Leicester 
Our office was very diverse in terms of peoples’ roots. My wife would come in and say it was like the United Nations! I was part of that too, being from India essentially. There were people from all over the place, many who had come to be mentored and trained as students. As a way of expressing that diversity, I set up a programme where I got people to storytell. We’d learn about backgrounds and roots, and share that knowledge. That’s an important aspect of learning that everybody should be open to. We all have that capacity to engage, and you just want people to take off their blinkers.

Karen - Only in Leicester    
It was just a wonderful way to work on a project together, where we were all unskilled and inexperienced in what we were trying to do and learning together how to host each other and the guests. That was just a wonderful sort of partnership experience and way to work with people from the different traditions and the communities. There was the Jewish community, and the Jalaram temple, so people of a Hindu background. The City Retreat [a Muslim charity] were involved and a Catholic Church. We in our [Anglican] church partnered with some Sikh women who did the catering. It was just great fun, just doing this stuff together, and having that common story and doing new things.

Barbara - Only in Leicester  
There was a time in my life that I really felt that Leicester was kind of holding me up. I was diagnosed with cancer. At the time I was working for the registration service. I was off work for quite some time and the lady that deputised for me was Muslim, and she went and prayed for my recovery. And I worked with a lady who was Hindu. She prayed for my recovery. I did quite a lot of work with the Spiritualist Church regarding weddings. They were praying for me. [Christians at] Christ Church were praying for me through my mum. So I felt really, really, supported by these different groups in Leicester praying for my well-being and for my health and my recovery. And it worked. I was so thankful to all these different groups that had taken time out of their day to think, ‘oh, yes, Barbara needs our prayers.’ I do not know whether I would get that anywhere else. But through the connections I had through work and people that I had met generally through my mum and the church, I felt really protected. There was never any doubt in my mind that I would recover because of all this support I was getting from all different expressions of faith.

Kozak - Free to be me 
As a geography teacher, one of the things we have to talk about is migration. The word immigrant has just got such negative connotations. And that to me is an issue for society to deal with. But it is a word and it is a factually accurate word to describe somebody who has come from one country into another country. I would always talk to them [his students] about my parents, and how one was from Ukraine and one was from Austria. And then they would open up a little bit more. I think that there is always a strong connection through that. I think that it is important for everybody to understand not just where you as an individual have come from, but where your family originates from as well.    

Tony - Stories of welcome and exclusion  
We came up for a few days [before we moved to Leicester]. I think it was about four days. When we were looking at schools and everything, my cousins invited round some of the other people of our age, some of whom I am still friendly with. So we knew people before we actually moved. And immediately when we moved, we were invited to things. Word got round that we moved and one Sabbath afternoon the treasurer was round asking us to sign up as members. And very shortly after that there was a Jewish choir formed. We had only been in Leicester for a few months but we both like singing so we both joined that. And one of the other tenors was the president of the synagogue and he persuaded me to stand for the management committee within the first year. So I was very involved.  

Karen - Stories of welcome and exclusion 
I would not say [Leicester] was any different to anywhere else I have been because in the end, for me, it is about relationships. You develop relationships with two or three people, who then introduce you to their version of the city and so on. That is in common with other places that I have moved to. You cannot expect other people to welcome you. You have to step towards them and be part of fitting in and finding out and being curious and building relationships.

Nilima - Lived religion and belief 
For me, it means to do the right thing, rather than following all these blind rituals and worship. I do not like believing in blind beliefs.  

Gurinder - Lived religion and belief 
I would not say I have been a devout Sikh all the way through my life, but it does influence me quite extensively. I am a historian of the Sikh faith, so the guiding principles of the faith as a religion guide me in terms of the prayers, but also the philosophy as well, from Guru Nanak to Guru Gobind Singh. It also influences me in terms of actually respecting the common person, the interfaith relations as well, and just knowing that things like hard work are important. The Sikh faith also has the concept of sewa and that actually means selfless service basically. So giving up your time to help others, that is something which I have always tried to do for many, many years in whatever capacity I can.      

Farhana - Lived religion and belief 
Being kind, helping others, being tolerant of others, doing what you can for people – it is a form of charity in our faith, and I want to help. I volunteer at a school. I am a governor at the school as well. It is really important to me to be able to give something back while I can and to put a smile on the children’s faces, whatever background they are from.

Graeme - Celebrating Leicester 
If you want to get the best out of the city, you have to give to get back. You have to help the community. I think if you’re prepared to put out for people, your neighbours, your friends, then it’s a great place to live and I can’t think of a thing to knock it.


Kozak - Celebrating Leicester 
The people of Leicester and Leicestershire have been absolutely wonderful [in supporting the Ukrainian community]. I have said that whenever I have been interviewed on East Midlands Today or ITV or Radio Leicester or whatever, I always, always, say that. We still have support from the people of Leicester and Leicestershire, and there’s lots of different reasons for that. Simply because what is happening is wrong, but for other people it is a case of they just want to do something to help. We have got one chap, who found out that his great grandfather was Ukrainian, so he continually supports us. Now he is taking Ukrainian lessons at the Ukrainian Centre. We have only got five people in the group, but these five people want to learn Ukrainian. Alternatively, we have also got English classes for the refugee guests that have come over and they want to learn English. So the people of Leicester and Leicestershire have been absolutely wonderful.  

Example  Quotes  Pathway 1 YEAR 8  

Vinay - Only in Leicester   
I discovered something, that was initially not on my radar, and that was that Leicester is actually an international Asian business centre. One day I was sitting in a jeweller’s shop and I was interviewing the owner, because I was interviewing people from all the Asian-owned shops in Leicester for a project at that time. A man walked in from Canada with a lump of gold in his hand. He asks the jeweller to take the gold and turn it into jewellery for his daughter, and my eyes popped out! All the way from Canada to ask that! I spoke to the shop’s owner, and he said this was not unusual. He told me there were customers from all over England, but also from abroad. I began to ask on my other interviews where their customers were actually from. Many obviously had a local range of customers, but quite a number of shops on Melton Road and Narborough Road had a national and international customer base. There were grocery shops on Narborough Road for example where 80% of the trade was from customers from London, because prices here were cheaper. This is in fact still a pattern today.

Kishori - Free to be me
It was just another planet. I was like, ‘have I just come back to India?’ because I did not know that such a place existed. You come on this street, and you realise that, wow, this is a whole diaspora, an entire community and congregation of immigrants who have completely integrated, set up shops and a whole community, like lots of restaurants, and an entire community system which celebrates who they are and yet is living the wonderful British life. Like enjoying the privileges of being British, while continuing to really be true to who they were. I really resonated with that because I had finally come to realise that I wanted to be Hindu. I wanted to be Indian. I wanted to reconnect and be true to my culture. That is something that I could not really do in LA. It was very difficult because no one else around me was doing it. You very rarely see someone who expressed their cultural roots, who lived true to their religion or faith or ethnic background. But I saw that in England. So that was very shocking for me because I was excited. I was like ‘oh, you can be very traditional and ethnic and celebrate your non-British culture and still be British’. That was very surprising to me.   

Jasbir - Where is home?   
[I am] part of the Leicester community, completely part of it. Leicester talks about being a diverse community and I am an example of contributing to that. I will live it and demand my rights and people listen to you. I am much more secure in the fact that I am a British Sikh, and my home is where my family is, and my family is here in England, so this is home. But home does not have to be just one place. It just gets stuck with this label that you can only choose one place. My home is here, and my home is in the Punjab, my home is in Bradford, my home can be wherever I settle, and I have a right to be. And if I have the love and affection of [friends and family], it allows me to be me, then that is my home.  

Michal - Where is home?   
[One is] Leicester and it is my home, where I live, but obviously the house where I was with my family [in Slovakia] is my home. My heart is split. If I die, they will have to split even my ashes! I learned to sing God Save the King now, before that, God Save the Queen. I do two national anthems on New Year’s Eve. [When] midnight strikes on English time, when there is midnight here [I sing] the English one. But when it is 11:00pm here, in Slovakia it is midnight, so I will sing the Slovak national anthem. I am pretty much split in my heart, but I love equally both.  

Pradip - Where is home? 
Home is a place where I can have good conversation, trust and be trusted. Every quarter, I go out for dinner [with three others] – you have a Hindu, you have a Sikh, you have a Muslim, and you have a Christian. I would say that it is a very homely experience. We do not have an agenda. It is not a meeting. We talk about the day. We can talk about challenges. We can philosophise. We can do a bit of visioning. What do we think for the city? And what can we do differently? What I take away from that meal is how can I become a better contributor to being a human being, in the spirit, and collaborate and share with these people. I consider that a very homely experience. If I sit in Kirtan [religious singing or chanting] in my place of worship, with fellow practitioners, I consider that a very homely experience. If I sit at home having dinner with my family, that is home, it is a very special moment, it is a very special time. I think I am pretty broadminded when I think about home, and I think it is more about the experience than just any particular location.  

Isabella – Where is home
Leicester’s got the motto Semper Eadem (Always the Same). In some ways, Leicester is always the same, and in some ways it’s always slightly changing. People, whoever they are, are basically the same. People want the same things for their families and their communities – to be safe, be happy, if they have faith to be able to worship freely, to be able to enjoy life. They hopefully can use the health service, and have a good education for their children in state education. There are so many things that people have in common, but equally, an understanding and a respect for people of different backgrounds is vital. 
Also, understanding that within a religious tradition, people are different. That could be because of their country of origin, or ancestry, or heritage. It could be because of linguistic matters, it could be because of family traditions. You can’t label people by a particular religious label, nor a particular place. You can’t think that all ‘indigenous’ Leicester people are the same, in the same way that not all Hindu people are the same. It simply isn’t the case, and those generalisations are not a good way of thinking about people.
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